o (> S VOV EBO—_ D0 2,08 “ECcIVOT w0 O>T.—co._ . Q.
C o = 0. 6 cCoT - £ = pcCc_cCaco8e — .. . Ocw= S
e — fe,omgmbdeenmomeanm el L e D= ®© O ®__ — OS5 cCcOoOc.—
O o ehés@e.mn,rsaoeo.moa OmEtEce® oD . £ - POV DDOL.— THT
o o®c@®PoTIw?_ EBZRgFSTO>cBEBEOVROR £ . c.TT2Q
— " OeEmV_CBCon,.,2s~g0® wosELBse . D@ wQOCO
_ o Wv,Stn.&U.mWhtUVm.,a.mﬂenomtbr ocea oScScoe ol c
Y v -Bpose 6cx -EHTZTO~0cTos®Enpo ECmwe._>. 08 0+

S —>8Q &-0 ,.DgeaMHQN,fteS.ww..mmt.ne VvEQSIVEEOLT
>® @oS2-EL®AO_ go=vo ~_E 060 ~ 08 oERLwx@O
- 2y R._cs5— be@nm.nw,uéoaknm.m.mjaan ~8OLo-8Qc O~
— noewnEeLc "B oveER B~ BOQESEE _ cce5nlSs =&Bc
— ~o0cc-—soo<Ccmn..’8e ¥Xo_.0s550=acos £ ®&Q Gn,Boi

T P E_ BP0 T_cE8 22020~ 0w€ o8B O +» -T>— 8>
VPO, womSllcor TERS HF-L853TrCO LB TToE®—_ O ©
> o> s - 8 ,Y.emWGWn$S.eeaﬁsa¢eeg CEwL. Lo oo~
c ngnnohﬁ.m_&.w_d.ege.mlrkWamWrr S8V oO-S S0 dLCEE.-
c 82 SEw-0O-COBESS -6 Copelowed. >aped®®c oac
S 902 0DcxVYCBPEOCDEBOEnO-EBER_OwC0o —£338P0O0-w3

0 mL.I.ahChehRMSW(MSWF.mheAb.SemE.mﬁden 680 w>EEovew~
TS0 .aunt,.mhOleaﬂstvubsw.@ehlhe oBLIB8". —oE—
C-O0@>TEW-IHTL ;0B X_0000020@a._ cEfvensSe 2=0
WQT BH=—E @ ehndawaobeebuoseAkw r #>2c0 ~0B&E .~
W,Bnh.ﬁubn,@nm,eh@ OWIWS o€ wLxvwIouo 822 LJecoa_.o
. — PLBWEBREeC ®=cOmO. . BDEOE wo.c@ao BcOOoXEP~s50E
n&.lha.nX.E.Iﬂh.ll_&_&a.moeununi..meuaghX voeo€fw 8o ©«
HE 0D BV —C6LETIC<occ@RE o BB _ CB8ORZ0 — VWO S2NF—S0T
V F—OXCE >__@GE ._C+ Cwo GCODT- OC nE> . ~Yso._TCc
s—+=S€ ae@owooL._coowo C_ o C @35 8@occ £ X o

W.Iaag.lDWmJ T 00 O>C ODOTIT OO Eomcow >0 .0
n UHehnl c JuyMOmHh._CC. 0O @+ D m.nmiaaeotld
8§ >~-L -00® v ©© WO > « o S5 -3 __ _g
= > e Ve CO - -re ©® OO L ECcoOm -, £03® — >_ O
e Te) mndGu..It Ev0Oe_cvoD TAOF®© c \)W — OV co-Io
© 5sC0ITO_0_-0X 0+ 0._0T — ~——_-Eo~= Ecc_c®_co o
e o~ F§3-- COO_F —_Cc_NOVOD VCEOCD3>CO oo >0%yp_ o xo
—~Noc0a_o o -0CoD wwn— C Geofarsm vovocec £ xoo0E
C@>5 .0 0—C 5. _ 000 £o0 Ow_00 o_ c €SP oo <c

e S OBEVe> e 0OVBNCe— S © 0O uercm, OV —*+S oo
™ 0T LD00._Moallf ¥Bao_x ._cocO®ocacr~ >._890 | -
‘_v @ —_ o> —E cao o 0O o onoIohH W oco._2 sDooco
& b Cm D ENB_E c > - @ Om V. O>% ccoI®E,.  cco._
- NCOTSEC®@ G o > me-xZ20oc .c 2 s Cc Begon o
N (o} TV 0 >SC00®wn o © — QW © S N 3S>—= 0 o c
c 3T 0co0f&E VWOB._.C .. O E_COxC o« > nOWbmtst
S VNVDDV e o COTI0 =S o o Co-.. OoOO0ODOO . wnch oOwnw3S
) -0 CC_o@MOCO.-0 LO.—- 00 S35 O @COCDT O.—- C .~ Sw— @© 5 @© C . ®OO
— 00 NN CEORII AZ-E molLOV_madn O0=20WZT oOowocon



chances I|ike this to r
business that has mean
A highlight of the Jun
ductions, was the real
sorts wer e represented
June 30, 2020: Gr '
Sunny Hi | | Resort
OWhereas I n une 1920, g ?
supplemented their farm
boarder s :
OWhereas: their son Arno
sen assumed control of S
Whereas: Arnold and Mae
194P985, expanding the o
Whereas: Arm@otHdéddg MaWa i
and o@asislumed management i :
operated Sunny Hill ResoO o
2020 3 ‘
OWhereas: Generations |V =3 part
of the resort operation THE FIRST SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS AT SUNNY HILL
OWher eas: Sunny Hill Re s In Mid-April of 1920 Mr. and Mrs. Peter Nicholsen (Peter and
ploys about 150 peopl e a Gurine) accompanied by their son Arnold, age six, moved from
OWher eas: Sunny Hill Re s an apartment in the Bayridge section of Brooklyn and headed for 4, -
nity event site their new home in Greenville, Green County, New York.
OWher eas: Sunny Hill Res Peter and Gurine Nicholsen came from Arendal and Grimstad,
ground for different «com Noway,Aronoldwasbomin Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.
OWhereas: Sunny Hill Res They took the WestShore Railroad from Weehawken, N.J. to g
pl ace for coupl es who ha  WestCoxsackie and a Model T Ford from there to the farm. As i | | e
ar ea they neared their destination the taxi became stuck in a series of
OWher eas Sunny Hi |l | Re s snowbanks along what is now known as Fox Hill Road. While g
maj or tax payer in the T Peter helped the taxi driver to get backed out of the snow banks,
Wher eas Sunny Hill Reso Gurine began to walk along the dark woods road with Arnold at Cour se
in 1968 while adding Thu her side in an attempt to find her new home. As they walked the

dark and lonely road with no light of any kind, Gurine began to
Now, be it resolved: I, sob from fear of exhaustion - in an unfamiliar wilderness, but - ; ¢ g
of the Town of Greenvi |l | Amold clung tightly to his mother's hand and said, "Be brave, Ma! t he
Town of Greenville Town Be brave!” t an
honor and pleasure L0 €X  pagyHSTORY AT THE FARM f Recog
nition to Sunny Hill Res The Farm which Peter and Gurine purchased had been known

. in the previous century as the Edgett Farm and as nearly as can

and let it be further e e eamedwasowned by the Edgett back into Colonial Times. A of of
centennial of Sunny Hill lady member of the Edgett family was 13 years of age when t &
Gol f Course, the Town of Washington was inaugurated President of the US.A. andatage ne 30,
Sunny Hill Resort Day in 67 was buried in the private cemetery at Sunny Hill (a cemetery
Greene County, New York used by the Edgett family for many years). In the late 1800's the

farm was purchased by Spencer Plank who sold it to Mr. and

Mrs. Aslaug Olsen around 1910. In April 1920 it was named
I' N WI TNESS WHEREOF, | do  SunnyHil Farm by Gurine. The name has been most appropri-
and cause the seal of t h ate because yearafteryear there are very many times when rain

_ ) falls all around the area or state and does not fall at Sunny Hill.
Greenville to be affixed The good weather has made Sunny Hill an ideal spot for the
vacationist.
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EARLY DESCRIPTION OF SUNNY HILL

In 1920 Sunny Hill consisted of approximately 110 acres of
land, less than half being cleared, stonewalls running in all
directions, a living house, a barn, a combination pigpen and out-
house (three-holer no partitions and the ever handy Sears
Roebuck catalog); and an old wagonshed which fell during 1922
under the weight of the snow. On the front lawn in front of the
present Main House was a vegetable garden where the routine
vegetables were grown plus rhubarb and an annual crop of
potatoes. Approximately six cows furnished milk and butter for
the table and two horses were the means of power for plowing
and other farm work. Chickens and pigs fumished the poultry
and food for the table.

Peter, a carpenter by trade had to work in the city during most
of the year and would try to do limited farming on week-ends
and short stays on the farm. Gurine worked from early until late
to care for the livestock and care for her household as well. She
soon discovered that another source of income was needed in
order for her family to make ends meet. She rented out rooms
to three families who did their own cooking and took a few bor-
ders besides - the weekly rate for board and room being $5. per
week for adults. All families cooked on the woodburning stove.

With Gurine and Amnold alone during the winters at Sunny Hill,
conditions were very difficult. Invariable the well and pump
would freeze causing severe hardships in watering livestock
and obtaining water for cooking. Old fashioned snowstorms with
inadequate snow removal equipment caused additional hard-
ship in obtaining store supplies and mail would be several
weeks in coming through hard winters.

PROGRESS BEGINS AT SUNNY HILL

In approximately 1925 Peter set up an old sawmill from parts
which he salvaged here and there. Powered by an old Fordson
tractor he began to cut logs and make them into lumber. He
began work in 1925 on what was to become the Main House -
where the old wagonshed had fallen down. The first flush toilet
was put in about 1926 and a carbide gas lighting system about
the same time. Electricity finally came to the farm about 1928. A
bathroom was added upstairs for use by guests in upstairs
rooms. There was on bathroom and toilet for approximately
each ten or twelve guest rooms.

The main recreation was a hot dog party about once a week
and an occasional trip by horse and buggy to Freehold or
Greenville over a wagon trail type of road where the grass grew
as high in the center of the road as along the sides.
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OLD FARMHOUSE CONVERTED

The old farmhouse consisted of about five downstairs rooms, a
living room,. kitchen and summer kitchen where most of the
cooking was done. Upstairs were about six more rooms with very
low ceilings making it necessary for any one occupying such
rooms to roll into bed sideways in order not to hit their heads on
the ceilings.

The attic in this building was full of old spinning wheels, clocks,
newspapers, lamps, seashells and other items which in this day
and age would have great value, but which in the 1920's were
considered primarily junk. Periodically the horse and wagon
would be used to unload part of the junk from the attic to be taken
to the dump.

Eventually, in the late 1920's the old farmhouse was torn down
and replaced by the present Annex building (which has since
been rebuilt). A Store and Recreation Hall was provided down-
stairs in the Annex.

SUNNY HILL CONTINUES TO GROW

As Sunny Hill acquired more guest rooms more and more
guests began to come. The present Recreation Hall was built in
part in 1931 and added to four times since. The present swim-
ming pool was built in 1933 (the second oldest in the area) and
activities were planned for guests entertainment most nights of
the week. Daily ball games became a large part of the recreation
program from 1935 on.

The dining room which was built under the Main House served
as the main eating place for almost thirty years although it was
added to three times.

Bungalows A, B, C, D and E were built in order to meet the
need for more summer guests.

In 1955 Bungalow D was rebuilt to provide the first building with
private shower, toilet and sink facilities. The first motel built was
the 4-unit Arendal Motel with private bath, and a radio in each
room. Guests staying at the Arendal were considered the elite
among Sunny Hill guests at the time.

Next came the building of the Grimstad Motel about 1960 with
rooms ranking with the finest in existence at average resort
areas. At the same time the Main House and Annex were both
converted to all rooms with private baths. By 1961 Sunny Hill
may have become the first resort in the area to have all rooms
with private bath facilities.

THE 1940'S EVENTFUL YEARS AT SUNNY HILL

In July 1941 Mae Zulch came to spend a vacation at Sunny Hill
from her home in the Parkchester section of the Bronx. After a
couple of routine vacation days things happened fast with the
result that Mae and Arnold were married seven weeks later - on
Labor Day 1941. (And, as Arnold often said, "They have been
laboring ever since.")
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Gurine's health was very poor for the period of 1930 thru 1944,
being severely crippled with arthritis, overburdened with hard
work and truthfully speaking having no recreation year in and
year out. She died at 57 years of age in 1944. Her passing was a
great shock to members of the family and to all who knew her, as
Gurine liked everyone and always saw the "good in people”
rather than their faults. Peter continued to work hard - mostly at
carpenter work and building and died in 1949 at the age of 67.
But Gurine and Peter's hard work and long hours had laid the
foundations upon which Sunny Hill was built.

In 1949 a large barn burned down in the center of Sunny Hill's
grounds from unknown causes. It was replaced by an Annex
building which contained a fellows dormitory. This building was
later enlarged and became known as the present Edmonton
Motel - a 24 unit building with private bath and radio in each room
plus two TV lounge rooms.

The year 1949 was the last year for any farming and cows at
Sunny Hill. It was the turning point which determined that Sunny
Hill would be in the vacation business only from then on.

Large scale tree and stonewall removal took place in the 1940's
and 1950's with the result that more than 3 miles of stone walls
were removed from the grounds at Sunny Hill or more than
80,000 tons of stonewalls. Most of this removal was accom-
plished by hand labor. Knolls were knocked off and low areas
filled in to produce the 75 acres of landscaped grounds which
Sunny Hill has today.

PERSONAL NOTES ABOUT THE NICHOLSENS

At the age of 17, Arnold assumed the ever increasing responsi-
bility in the management of Sunny Hill due to Gurine's ill health.
He spent many hours of careful planning and thoughts in laying
out the various buildings and sports facilities from a point of
beauty, practicability, and enjoyment to the vacationist. In addi-
tion to making the plans and layouts for the various Buildings and
sports plus the golf course he has also planned the landscaping
and layout of shrubbery and tree planting.

During the period of 1933-38 he attended the University of
Alabama and Columbia University, obtaining B.S. and M.S.
degrees in Health and Physical Education and History and
minored in social science and psychology. He taught in the field
for seven years which included work at high school, Y.M.C.A.,
Delehanty Institute and three years at Bethany College, West
Virginia where he taught Physical Education courses and headed
the physical training for Navy V-5 and V-12 men as well as Army
Glider-Pilots in training. With the end of World War Il Arnold
resigned from the teaching field to devote more time to Sunny Hill
and the resort business.
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He became very active in community affairs, serving as presi-
dent of the Chamber of Commerce for 7 years, as President of
the Fire Company, an officer and worker in many local organiza-
tions and activities. From 1954-1964 he ran for office, was elect-
ed and served for ten years as Town and County Supervisor and
was Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors for two years.
During his ten years in office Arnold headed or was a member of
almost all of the regular and special committees on the Board.
During Arnold's time in office as Supervisor of Greenville this
town which is one of the smaller of the 932 towns in New York
State at the time received "State Wide Recognition" on at least
five occasions for making exceptional progress in modernizing
town highways, in equalizing assessments and utilizing business
practices which led to saving of many thousands of dollars of tax-
payers monies.

As a resort owner his many activities in an average work day of
18 - 19 hours included typing many thousands of letters each
year; booking and planning large recreation programs for 6-7
days a week during the five month resort season; square dance

_ calling and piano playing for group singing; hiring and coordinat-

ing of staff personnel; guided tours of the local and surrounding
areas and other duties too numerous to mention.

Mae has been an invaluable part of the Nicholsen team.
Adjusting very rapidly from city life to life in the country, she has
stepped into the large responsibility of buying food, planning
meals and seeing that meals are served on time to hundreds of
guests and employees. In addition, she plans room decorations
and takes charge of linen purchase and maintenance, makes
many bookings; treats first aid cases and does countless other
chores in her 17-18 hour day also - plus bringing up three young-
sters and maintaining a home.

Gary, was born in 1945; Wayne seven years later and Gail a
year after that.

Gary has demonstrated a keen interest in the resort business
and likes especially the challenge of responsibility for
maintenance of machinery in care of Sunny Hill's grounds and
care of the golf course. He is an excellent mechanic and experi-
enced bulldozer and backhoe operator - able to run almost all
types of mechanical equipment. Attendance at Albany Business
College helped to give Gary valuable education necessary in the
business world today.

Wayne and Gail show a very keen interest in Sunny Hill and
have assumed the many duties connected with its operation.
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