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Another warm and humid evening greeted our
early August meeting: Bob & Marie Shaw, Chris-
tine Mickelsen, Stephanie Ingalls, Richard Fer-
riolo, Walter & Donna Ingalls, David & Judy
Rundell, Tim & Judy Adams (Walter’s nephew &
wife), Dot Blenis, Dot Hesel, Kay Sutton
(Walter’s daughter, of course!) and son Walter,
and Don Teator were in attendance.

Don started the meeting showing a book and a
notebook. The book was Kenneth S. Joy's hard
cover, self-published account of his life, a mem-
oir in his own words left to his family, and to
anyone else reading it.

My interest in the book (Born on the Hill)
was the connections to Greenville. Ken’s mother
Lillian lived on the west end of Old Plank Road
(where the family moved to after living on Sayre
Rd in Medusa, thus the name of the book), and
operated the residence as Meadowdale, a typical
boarding house in the Town of Greenville in the
early-mid century. Another connection is Ken’s
memories of the community and GCS, he being
one of the earliest graduates from the centralized
school. (He had siblings Dorothy and Walter.)

The notebook was a collection of family
material from Ken'’s sister Dorothy, with a collec-
tion of vignettes of family and farm life.

I was first contacted by Ed Joy (the next
generation; GCS class of "61?) who wondered if I
was interested in Ken’s book, and it went on from
there. This is also my chance to remind all of you
to write your life story and memories before peo-
ple like me, or people you don’t know, attempt to
do so.

The program this evening was a Walter Ingalls’
story. On one hand, it is only a six week cross-
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country trip, something lots of people do some-
time in their life. On the other hand, and the rea-
son for the evening’s focus, it was such a classic
trip for a sixteen year old, connecting family and
local history, that it was worthy of airing for the
Local History Group.

Half of the fun of Walter’s story is the
background. He was sixteen in early July 1947,
working to buy a car (the horse story is a bit
heart-breaking), not really thinking about a sum-
mer trip. His father was busy; his mother suffered
heart trouble the year before. It was this health
issue that resulted in the trip — Eleanor was prom-
ised a trip on which she could see the sights she
had wanted to see. Walter was ‘talked’ into the
trip, and would become the navigator for almost
all the 8000 miles, and this was just as he was
turning seventeen years old.

His Uncle Merritt Elliott, and wife Ruth
(sister to Stanley) were just ‘retiring’, having just
stopped the boarding house and having the farm
transfer to the next generation. So off took the
brave band of five, usually with three on the front
bench seat, and two in the back.

An interesting, and valuable, piece of
information was the map. Eleanor had sent to
Conoco her itinerary, and they sent her, free, a
bound booklet with sectional maps of her driving
route, probably about twenty-five map pieces,
with the suggested route marked in orange. It re-
minded us of AAA, but on a much more personal
scale.

So, the first page was the map. The next
two pages, with pictures and compact text, were
sites of interest. The fourth page was a listing of
places to stay along the way. Then came the next
map sectional. This book is a classic!



The first day took them to Walter’s sister
Edna’s home in Oil City, PA (Tim Adams, pre-
sent for this meeting, would be born just as the
trip was finishing) and, by Day 3, the quintet was
already in Iowa.

Walter also kept (or had passed down to)
a photo album, a mix of washed out color photos
and still-sharp black and whites. (I suspect they
still evoke the feeling the first time he saw that
view.)

And during all this, both Walter and his
mother kept a journal, noting something about
each day (and also how many miles were cov-
ered).

Don selected a half-dozen dates, with
Don reading Walter’s, and Stephanie reading El-
eanor’s. The first three days were read, with all of
us agreeing that both people were on the same
trip, although Eleanor soon gets into writing
about twice the length as Walter’s, which is un-
derstandable, considering it’s her trip, and Walter
is busy driving.

However, two dates were selected where
the focus of the entries were quite different. For
one of them, Walter focused on the saw mill op-
eration, while Eleanor focused on the more
‘interesting’ things. The second entry had Walter
focusing on the fair, while Eleanor’s memories
were elsewhere,

Two separate entries of Walter’s were
read, noting the awe he felt about the redwoods
and about having to get his mother up ecarly. A
piece of Eleanor’s was read, with her awe of the
countryside and her ignoring the obvious danger
of walking close to cliff edges.

Walter’s last entry: HOME!

Some of the memorable pieces, either of
Walter’s, or of his re-telling this evening:

e Yellowstone

e redwoods, and driving the car through one

e Lake Louise — beautiful but dirty from runoff

e eating out for almost every meal

e seeing movies most nights

o Will Rogers’ monument on Pikes Peak

e Lleanor’s breathing difficulty at heights

« the heat on the way back (sticking newspa-
pers between each other in the car to keep the
other person’s sweat off?)

e sense of country

e Walter’s great pleasure in re-telling the story

Sixty-four years have passed since the trip
transpired, but the details were still fresh, thanks to
Walter’s story-telling skills.

And as [ am wont to didact, one of the great
themes of literature, movies, life, etc., is that of the
voyage — a trip that leads on to knowledge of others
and self, that winds into the unknown to connect to
what one has experienced, to test one’s mettle and
self-confidence (I could go on for a while but 1
won’t). I had the distinct sense that this is one trip
that grew in significance as time went on.

The next meeting is a share session, September
12th.

A special thank you goes to Stephanie for
providing the cookie-brownie-cake concoction and
for the juice. Much appreciated, Stephanie.

Reminder; this is my semi-annual subscrip-
tion notice. If the date on the mailing label is dated
January 12 or later, your subscription is good until
the next notice. Five dollars, made out to Don Tea-
tor, will keep another year’s worth coming your
way.

Enclosed in this newsletter are:

o acopy of a map from Walter’s Conoco book: of
Flagstaff, AZ in the bottom right.

o the cover of The Greene County Catskills, and

e the centerfold map of this publication, and

o the boarding house page from this publication.
Even though Greenville is just a footnote in this

booklet, it has just enough to be a good source of

clues, especially about Freehold, which has a sur-

prising number of businesses advertising. I'll copy

a few more pages as space allows in the future.

A last note: Greene County Historian Dave
Dorpfeld did a nice piece about Durham Center
Museum a while back. From my vantage, Doug and
Sancie have been quite helpful in connecting
Greenville items to my attention. Even though I
haven’t used any material yet in the boarding house
project, I know I soon will be, and will give credit
as appropriate. We were guests at the Durham Cen-
ter Museum a few years ago, and are appreciative
of their efforts. So, go see the latest exhibit before
Columbus Day rolls around.

Take care,

e
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