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This fine May evening saw another solid
turnout: Bob & Marie Shaw, Bette Welter,
David & Judy Rundell, Phyllis Beechert,
Harriett Rasmussen, Christine Mickelsen,
Jeannette Rose, Al Drexel, Dot Blenis, Ron
Golden, John Earl, Walter Ingalls, David
Dorpfeld, and Don Teator.

Don had a few short things. One was
the recent newspaper publicity about
Phyllis’s selection as volunteer of the year.
A copy is included in this newsletter.

Also noted was Greene County’s
Home Tour in Windham the first Saturday
of the June. My intentions are to attend so
perhaps [ might see some of you on the
mountaintop.

We noted the new name for what
was the Greenville Local, now called the
Greene County News. (Since this meeting, I
have picked up a copy of the newest news-
paper, The Pioneer, which looks like a
promising reincarnation of Greenville is-
sues. Good luck on this venture.)

Later in the evening, John Earl dis-
cussed his efforts to preserve an old shed
that is currently on school grounds, hoping
to bring it onto town park land, with the in-
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tention to use it for blacksmithing. Good
luck, John. Another of John’s interests is the
South Barn in the Vanderbilt Park. He 1s
concerned that the physical integrity of the
structure needs to be strengthened and that
the safety issues it may cause needs ad-
dressing very soon.

The major part of the evening was
an introduction of our new County Histo-
rian, Dave Dorpfeld, to our local history
group. Dave made a good impression, leav-
ing no doubt to his interest and passion for
local history and for the position he now
holds and the duties it encompasses.

Dave told his own life story which,
early, was spent on the family farm in Ath-
ens until the late-1950s. He graduated from
Trine University, worked in the US General
Accounting Office in Washington DC and
Albany, eventually working for the Office
of Children and Family Services for 12
years, before retiring to the “easy” life.

He has served as the treasurer for the
Greene County Historical Society for thirty-
some years, been involved with some of the
background stuff, was one of the triumvirate
that initially filled the county historian spot
when Ray Beecher died, and was finally
selected as the candidate to fill the spot.



Dave listed the major duties of his
office; to research and write about local his-
tory (I hope you read his weekly column in
the Wednesday Daily Mail); to teach and
educate, especially in public appearance
(which he was doing this evening); and to
promote and advocate for historic preserva-
tion.

Dave mentioned his desire to work
with all the community historical societies,
noting the importance and quality of these
efforts. Although these groups may com-
pete, to some degree, with the county his-
torical group for the attention of some indi-
viduals, Dave made sure to promote the ef-
forts of these groups that deal with topics
that complement county efforts. He made
particular note of the Mountaintop Histori-
cal Society that has become a very ‘healthy’
organization.

He made note that the County Histo-
rian has no official connection, by law, with
the Historical Society at the Bronck House
but it is obvious that the two lend them-
selves to be connected easily.

More stories were told of his youth-
ful days, of school, the Athens school build-
ing, Murderer’s Creek, the Hudson River,
pollution, his days in Acra where his rela-

tives kept the general store, Watkins prod-
ucts, the county fair in Cairo (how far back
does that go?), Coxsackie Beach, and more.

The county will feature the Civil
War over the four years the will mark the
sesquicentennial (150 year anniversary).

It was a fun night, casual, informa-
tive, and getting to know another of the his-
tory players in the area.

A special thank you goes to you,
Dave, for spending your evening with us.

A reprint of two pages of Hudson
Valley is included. This series featured Top
Ten Towns of the Hudson Valley.

A recent Dave Dorpfeld piece is in-
cluded. Again, I think you will like his
weekly column.

The next meeting, June 14, is a share
session. Bring stories, artifacts, ideas, etc.,
to inform, enlighten, entertain, amuse us.

—

Take care,

T
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Hudson's Warren Street, the
heart of the city’s cultural
district, is home to antigues
shops, restaurants, and
stores (including the Spotty
Dog Books & Ale, at center)

1

The unofficial antiques capital of the
Hudson Valley, Hudson is a mecca for those
whose interest in procuring old objects is so
profound that they employ antique as a verb.
The fact that the antique shops along Warren
Street are decidedly high-end establishments
might suggest that this is a city whose streets
are paved with gold, It may surprise you to
learn that Hudson is not at all hoity-toity.
Like Beacon, Hudson was once a thriving
blue-collar city — the formier was known for

2008 2009

$222,500 $199,950
Number of houses sold 440 362

Median Sales Price

New York State Association of Realtors Housing Survey

hats; the latter, cement — that fell on hard
times in the 'G0s and 'T0s, only to rebound by
reinventing itself as a tourist town. (Strictly
speaking, of course, Hudson was always a
tourist towiy the coup de grace to the city’s
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reignof vice was the state-level erackdown on
gambling and prostitution in the early '50s).

To walk the streets of the Hudson Hislori-
cal District is to flip through the pages of A
Field Guide to American Houses. All manner
of architectural styles can be found here, from
Second Empire to Queen Anne, lialianate
lo Gothie Revival, It was Lhe variety of eye-
catching architecture that drew the antiques
dealers here in the 1980s — storefronts that
were big, cheap, urban-chic, and a two-hour
Amtrak ride away from New
York City.

The demographics ol Hudson
have shifted in the last decade.
When Lisa Durfee, owner of
the wonderfully named vintage
clothing store Five and Dia-

-10.1

mond, moved here 10 years ago,
she found that the population
skewed older, That is no longer
the case. “It’s a younger crowd
now,” she says. "Every few years brings a new
wave of hipper and younger people.”

Also changing is the antiquing-or-nothing
makeup of downtown. You ean now hang
out at the Spotty Dog Books & Ale, peruse

Germantown {Columbla) 8324 900
., Athree-bedroom, circa 1858
* carriage house. Pluses: This
renovated home contains high
ceilings, wideboard floors,

: and an updated kitchen with
an arched ceiling. Additional features include a
large deck and three-car garage.

Location:
Western Columbia County

Population: 6,900

Median Household
Income: 524,000

Fun fact: Diamond Street, a
stretch of what 1s now called
Columbia Street, was once

an internationally known red
light district; more than a
dozen brothels operated there.

Notable residents: Frederic
Church, landscape painter and
owner of Olana; Philip Glass,
composer of modern classical
music; Martin Van Buren,
former New York governor
and United States president

|
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the racks of used books and records at Jean
Deux, take in aperformance at Time and Space
Limited arts center, or enjoy a cup of joe and
a mouthwatering scone at the Parlor, Club
Helsinki, the eclectic music venue that draws
acts like Norah Jones, Michelle Shocked, and
Gogol Bordelio to its modest space in Great
Barrington, has relocated to Hudson. The hope
is that the city will continue to “grow info a
place where you canshop for things other than
antiques,” as Durfee puts it.

Hudson's best-kept secret, ironically, is the
river that bears its name. Tourists generally
come for the shopping, and therefore head
for town when they get off the train — in the
opposite direction of the majestic waterway,
which is, fruth to tell, hard to locate without
a map.

“A lot of people forget that the river is
right here,” says Durfee. Promenade Hill Park
is there, with views of the Hudson-Athens
Lighthouse. Plans are underway to build a
boat launch, so kayvakers can head to the
Middle Ground Flats, the man-made island
between Hudson and Athens. "The next wave
for Hudson,” she predicts, “is that we'll take
advantage of being on the river.”

CE— m——rr

Lexmgton (Greene) 3299 000
A six-bedroom farmhouse built
iy in 1880, Pluses: This home

i IM is located on five acres with

= views into the mountains.
Wood flooring, an enclosed sun porch, and a
large kitchen are highlights — not to mention
its close proximity to three major ski areas.

Photograph (top) by Teresa Horgan



In 1997 Men’s IO!II'MI named this mountain redoubt
in the upper reaches of Greene County one of the top 10 "Dream

Towns” in the 1.5, Nothing has changed in the last 13 years 10 af-
fect Windham's standing. In fact, we think it keeps getting better.

This is a ane-of-a-kind tourist town. Outdoor enthusiasts flock
here for hiking, fishing, hunting, golf — there are two magnificent
18-hole courses — and, ‘of course, the skiing at Windham Moun-
tain, with 46 trails and 10 lifts. This August, the International

Cycling Union’s 2010 UCT Mountain Bike World Cup finals will
bring an estimated 30,000 riders and their fans into town. But
culture mavens an also get their fix at one of several art galleries
or at the famed Windham Chamber Music Festival,
95 while there are a number of vacation homes here, more and
more folks are deciding to call Windham home on a full-time
basis, including commuters te Albany {(which is just about 40

miles away). It seems the nice
mix of city sophistication and
down-home country charm ig
irresistible, Cathy Hennessy,

a sales manager at Giandana-
Loftus Real Estate, and her
lushand bought a second home
here in 2001, But last year,
they sold their primary resi-
dence in the Jersey suburbs,
and moved to Windham, “We
decided to come up here and
slow down the pace,” she says,
noting that there is no grocery
stare, just a deli that stocks
the staples, The nearest malls
(in Kingston or Albany} are

at least 45 minutes away, The
nearest traffic light is 10 miles

away. “When people come to visit, they ask ‘What's that noise’
says Hennessy “And Isay, 'The silence.”" The nights are just as
dark as they are silent. she reports, making Windham ideal for

starpazing.

And to top it all off, fine dining has finally arrived. Bistro Brie &
Bordeaux, a classic French eatery
son Valley wirmer — opened in a charming space on Main Street
a few years ago. And now the Cave Mountain Brewing Company,
which has been in business since September 2008, makes its own
craft beer, root beer, and even absinthe

Freehold (Greene) 3237 500

- = A five-bedroom, four-bath
. home. Pluzes: This circa 1795
house is the oldest home in
the quaint hamlet where itis
!ocated With three fireplaces, marble baths, and
new mechanicals, this home is suitable for single

or multiple families.

Photoaraph (top) courtesy of Christman's Windham House

Greene County |

Location: Upper Greene
County. bordering Catskill
State Park

Population: 1,900

Median Household Income:
836,000

Nomenclature: Known as
Osbornville until a political
rival of Bennet Ogborn, the
postmaster for whom the
town was named, had the
place rechristened Windham
Notable residents: Scott
Adams, cartoonist and
creator of “Dilbert”

agt
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322 323

and a onetime Beast of Hud- '
Median Sales Price

Number of houses sold

New York State Association of Realtors Housing Survey

Poughkeeps:e (Dutchess) 5310 000
A four-bedroom Colonial. Pluses:
Two words: stone fireplace. If
that's not enough, this updated
home has several other assets such as a new
refrigerator and stove, recessed lighting in the
family room, bathrooms with granite features,
walk-in closets, and a porch with skylights.

Poughkeepsne (Dutchess) 3325 000
A classic Dutch colonial, built
circa 1900. Pluses: With three
fireplaces, hardwood floors,
granite counters, and period
architectural details, this four-
bedroom home combines contemporary needs
with an historic aesthetic.

Hudson Valley April 2010 43



ALBANY

Photo contributed

From left, Senator James L. Seward (R/C/l-Oneonta) joins Senior Citizens’ Day honorees from Greene

County, Phyllis Beechert, Richard Golden, and Greene County Department for the Aging Director |

Thomas Yandeau, at the governor's mansion.

—

Greene County’s Outstanding Senior Citizens

May was Senior Citizen’s Month, and each
year the Department for the Aging Advisory
Council conducts a search for outstanding senior
citizens to be recognized for their contributions,

Dedicated individuals are chosen to receive
special recognition from the Greene County Leg-
islature in the categories of Senior Citizen of the
Year and Outstanding Contribution by a Senior
Citizen,

At the May 19 meeting of the Greene County
Legislature, Phyllis Beechert of Greenville was
announced as the Senior Citizen of the Year and
Richard Golden of Athens was honored with Out-
standing Contribution by a Senior Citizen.

For many years Phyllis Beechert has given of
herself to the community of Greenville and
beyond. The following is just an example of the
organizations she has been involved in to make
her community better: Charter member, president
and life member of the Greenville Volunteer Fire
Company Ladies Auxiliary; Treasurer of
Greenville Fire District #1; Secretary of the Board
of Fire Commissioners and of the Greenville Res-
cue Squad; member of the Board of Directors and
Greene County Coordinator of the American Can-
cer Society; Senior Warden of the Vestry of Christ
Episcopal Church; and Treasurer of Greenville
Area Interfaith Council, Greenville Area Food
Pantry and C.R.0.P. Hunger Walk, She has also
organized transportation for dialysis patients,
drives people to medical appointments, and

phones and visits the sick and homebound.
Richard Golden is an individual dedicated to
improving his community, A member and past VP |
of the Board of Directors of the Coxsackie- |
Athens Rotary Club, he is the creator and chair-
man of the Rotary Club’s Handyman Program
and is the ‘go-to guy’ connecting both the Cox-
sackie and Athens food pantries. He is a former |
member of Athens Playscape, the planners of the |
children’s playground in Athens. ‘
He is a member of the Catskill Kiwanis, the
Athens Community Foundation, a former home
delivered meals volunteer, and a past chairperson |
for the Sleepy Hollow Lake Environmental Con- ‘
trol Committee. He is a member of the Board of
Directors and serves on the Capital Campaign
Commitiee of the Greene County YMCA. In his |
spare time Richard is also a tri-athlete who has
competed in the Senior Olympics on both the
state and national levels. |
In recognition of their significant contributions
to the Greene County community, the Greene
County Legislature presented Certificates of Merit
to Emily Brunner, Betty Ellett, Richard Muggeo,
Anthon Patasso, George Story and Carol Voeks,
The Legislature also proclaimed May as |
Greene County Senior Citizens Month to express
its appreciation for the commitment and valuable
service of outstanding senior citizens throughout
Greene County.



