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Good June, to all,

June 2009. June 1989. Twenty years! Gone in a
few whirls, interspersed with a few stretches that
took only a bit longer. Still, A 20th birthday is one
of those benchmarks that marks a moment and
allows us to reconsider what we have done. And,
so it was on this pleasant June day. Attending
were: Phyllis Beechert, Ron Golden, David &
Harriet Gumport, David & Judy Rundell, Betty
Welter, Jeannette Rose, Carol Bryant (welcome
for the summer!), Richard Ferriolo, Dot Hesel (it
was good to see you again, Dot), Stephanie In-
galls, Robert & Marie Shaw, Kathie Williams,
Christine Mickelsen, Robert & Johanne Titus,
Doug & Sancie Thomsen, John Earl, Dot Blenis,
Lori Blair, Eric Egas, and Don Teator. A gratify-
ing turnout, and thank you. Especially noticeable
by her absence was Harriett Rasmussen, due to
medical reasons (see note below).

Before the main event was a short share ses-
sion. Richard Ferriolo brought a school bell used
by a Steadman family ancestor, possibly as far
back as the 1820s!

Eric Egas brought four photos pertaining
to the Lambs Corners church and school house,
structures he now owns. Thanks, Eric, for shar-
ing.

We did a quick introduction of ourselves,
something we try to do whenever we have new
faces for the evening.

A few of us had been on the Greene
County tour.

The main purpose was to celebrate what
we had done for the last 20 years, and | had
dragged out samples of a lot of things that repre-
sented our efforts. The variety is almost too big
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to describe so I've included an intro sheet given
out at the meeting. Almost needless to say, | ran
out of tables to place things on, and | would have
run out with ten more tables, anyway.

For those of you who got the most recent
Annual Report, you also have a good idea where
we have gone. | must admit I'm usually not in awe
of what | do — it just happens and one keeps on
chipping away at some project. For a change, and
| mean this as humbly as possible, as | looked
over and pondered where we have gone, | was in
a bit of awe about where | find the time and en-
ergy to get this done. (Of course, an obvious an-
swer is the help you and Debra have contributed!)
Some of these projects required a focus that |
suspect | would have a hard time mustering again
(like shooting photos of all structures in the Town
of Greenville over six weeks back in 1991).

I've also included the very first two news-
letters, something | had available at the meeting
but | did not get to.

The only real regret was not having
Harriett Rasmussen attending. She has contrib-
uted so consistently, especially with genealogy,
diary transcription, and story-telling.

So, a thank you to all of you who
have helped, whether you were present at the
meeting or not. And we will keep adding to our
knowledge at the 20 years & 1 month meeting
(July 13), when Robert Titus tells us about the
geologic history of Greenville. Dr. Titus is a pro-
fessor at Hartwick College, and was one of our
programs several (maybe more) years ago —a
speaker | think you will enjoy.

Take care, @Wk
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Deay

T°d Tike to thank vou for your intersest in Bresnvilia’s
lacal history. The following is a summary ot our June 12
meeting at the Community Room. For those of you presants
please review my accuracy and remind me at ouwr next meeting

of my memory lapsesi for those o7 you not able to attends.
this should he a rough sketch of this maehing .

We introduced ouwrselves at the onset. Fresent were
tusing the sign-in board, if 1 may) Harriet Rasmussen. Bummy
Gundersen, Fearl Capones Fhyllis Beechert. H. Wilson
Hilzingera: Chris McDonald. Bormie Fersico. Edna Adams, and
three guests. whose names I've forgotten, Trom the Greenville
Armes .

I passed out a shest of projects and circulated some
picturas of houses I had taken in March. Most of the points
From this sheet (enclosed if you were not ab the meeting)
mere discusseds several of which' invited further comment .
Heuse histories invited stories of whom used to live whi@vral
Edna Adams menticned she had taped several pecple duying her
tenure as Town Historiant Harriet Rasmussen had already
conp leted some work on cemetery inscriptionss Bormmie Fersico
explained this year’s 4th grade projecti the idea of setting
up a HMistorical Boclebty, or research raoms was debated:
the need for a safe storage place was emphasized; and all had
stories or reminiscences to sharea.

When asked for other ideas. the group. for the time
heings added nonei it you can think of any. bying them to the
et mesting. ] added I had puwrchased the federal census ot
18950, 18B&0s 1870, 1880, 1900, and 19103 1 hope to be able to
transcribe these for placement in our files by the end of
nExt sUmMmer.

The meeting shifted to telling stories. adding to
the stories. and asking questions. From my perspectives the
information given during this brief sesssion is one of the
types of bnowledge we need toe preserve in an organized way.

Fefore wae left, we discussed the future of this one
night event. The consensus seemad to be we should meat again
and start preparing to preserve our bownte historys as well
as help cthers learn more about this history. Thuss a mEeting
was scheduled for the secornd Monday of July. the 10th of
July, at 7:20 in the Community Room.

We hope to accomplish a few things at this meeting.
Ones I will share with the group the contents of the Town
Historian®s files (if Edna will let me, 1711 defer to her on
this one since most are of her creation). Twos for those of
vou who want toy we may want to initiate a project that will
fulfill one of our goals — preservation of history or
educating those interested - or at least start to form an
idea what sach of us might do. For those of wus who like to
just =it and listens and pitch in conce in a whiley, that’s
Fine alsc. Third, what would a historical mesting be without
some move stories of historic Greenville?
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Genealogical and Histerical Group (I picked a Ri-Ffalutin’®
mame Tor nowd fop it iF vou cand on July 10,

Yeur sbthtosndance and interest ls most wateonmes I bhelisve
Pkfa a sign of things to coms. 1§ted tel:w are the names of

my it havs
From the sign-

peaple who have come to ab
gupressed an interest in o
iyt board):

Buvry Bundeyrsen Fhyllis Bsechert Fearl Capons
Chris MoDomald Harrish FRasmussen Bormie Fersioo
Ciar]aﬁa k@tunam Ecna Adams Doyia Hempstead

Marguerite Bimpkins H. Hilson Miilzingesr  Juns Dlark
Fewvin Hlugle Jemaph Mangold Eathis Williams

Dorothy Howard Byl Howard Fioh Wil lower
Sy lemes Brown Carol Bryvant Fan Bryant

Barbara Chatterion David Dively Don Teator

ﬁ
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.
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Fiov #l. while atbtendance is the I%m using

o omy mailing list. Do you want & list of namess
« and phone numhdf* of the group? Let’s bring 1t up
i AT there's a desirve Tor a list.

L

The meeting opened wiith Aviens Brown and Hob W11 1 owey
explaining their "Down Mamory Lans” projact. They ' re
plarming an Ootober 27 meeting and need to have material for
their story telling. IF vou know somescne who would be a good
saurce of folklore/storisss: refer them to Arlene at 966-B4Tu
or Sobh oat Y46-EHF4.

Next: I explained the index of files of the Town
Historian. Thens vou had almest 30 sinutes bto browsse through
the foldere and books. | hope yvour sgsarching gave you Some
ideas about topics we still need to do or do in greater
depth.

June Clavk raised the ides that we. as a groups should
promote the restoration needs of the Fresbyterian Church
stesple, since the church is part of the Mational Reglster
area. We agreed. I believe, that this project could be a
grous cause that would sdditionally help us with an podentihy
Foar the town. MNext mesting. we are to come with ideas that
might help the church in its fund raleing activities.

We Finished off the regular meeting with a discussiorn ol
individual projects. By next meeting. those of us who are
wWwilling should have written down samething that would help in
our goal of preserving the history of bGresnville. Mothing
big was nesded. This might be: the lisy ot pumners and ohang
of the house you’re living in, aleng with the nelghbors
poessiblyi or the history of yow s oy any. Tamily Ehat* s lived
iyt Greenville for as far as you Knowd or the various
husinesses that have used certain buildingss or have
imhabited buildings no longer used commesrciallyd oy the
recaliing of your sHpDeriences as 8 youngey person L e Town
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Fay ke lemonade and cookies.

Araine some of
the person with refreshments, so

et bo age

P11 kesp oalt my "tac

Somewhares bebween this. Dave Dively told us of the
4 meme beachers at school have recelved. Bince the bopilc
local historys he quested ocur help in thelir search o
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¥ 7 left something cut. 1 apologize Tor a massive lapse
iy omemnry. Agains IF yoll have suggestions for our group abron
ahmuld {coauld) be doing free to speak up. If

says anybhings 911 tend te foilst my ideas Wpon Yol

Other matters:

11 We've been meeting the Bnd Monday of the month. i
Pl lever unless it fhink octherwise, that we are ready to
plan monthly meetings wuntbil next summer at least. What night
wonld you like to meet? ITve avoided the following days
vee of obhier scheduled meetings: the first Flomday . and
e Bhirgd Mondays Hednesdays and Thursday. The Town Fevard
meets bhe First Wednesdavi the Flanming Board msets bthe
Fourth Thursdas avoided Fridayvs., Baturdayss and \unHJV:
on general principless but am not opposed to them. 1 am awars
wrat aur #nd Monday is also the same night as the Bobhool
Hoard mestings. With all due respect to the Sohool Boards 1
can accept mesting on the Bnd Momday cof Bhe month. Think
about this matier and well discuss it next mseting.
been werking with Fonnie Campbell in the
digposition of recovds: with the goal of establishing soma
space for current Histerian™s records and Tuturs
acguisltlons. Toleal ly: we maed a room of ooy own (ko shteal a
ook bitlals

= The AGENDS for pesxt meeting (Monday: August 14, at

te im the Community Reom? will be 1) the sharing of our
Jﬂd1¢1du 2] projechtss 21 discussion ef ideas about the
Prpshyterian Church, and 21 your choloes.,

4r The star of our July meeting showld be Edna fAdams.
Withowd hers vew would have seen very Little. Some of yvou
claim fe know so Little: the truth is that vou know much that

g B
f g

fe nok in our Files. Write it: or we lose it.
1've appreciated vour help and your erihs L asm.

Sirncsrely

O Tt



