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Slide Show—GCS 75th

A nondescript November evening awaited
those coming out for the last meeting of the
year. (Nothing against nondescript; ordinary
is just fine many times!) Those sharing were
Phyllis Beechert, Stephanie Ingalls, Harriett
Rasmussen, Richard Ferriolo, Tracy Boom-
hower, Dot Blenis, Walter Ingalls, Larry &
Dot Hesel, Deb Teator (brief appearance to
set up the computer and projector), and Don
Teator.

Richard and Tracy brought a few items with
them. Richard introduced his new book — an
update of residents who served the country’s
various wars. The first book named those
who lived within the town’s boundary. This
second book includes those additional peo-
ple who lived within the school boundaries —
a much larger area. A thank you goes to
Richard for all his efforts in preserving more
of our area’s history.

Richard also voiced his concern about
the progress of preserving the Potter Hollow
School House, and he urged that we contact
school board members to speed along this
preservation effort. Richard brought a
framed copy of the deed that gave the land
to the new Potter Hollow school house. This
framed deed will be given to the school dis-
trict. Again, thank you Richard, and a thank
you to Tracy.

The rest of the evening was spent
viewing the 115 slide PowerPoint presenta-
tion that had been shown initially at the GCS

75th anniversary weekend. Even those who
had seen it admitted to enjoying it the sec-
ond time around.

Filling out this newsletter is a copy of
a recent article about the Catskill and Cana-
joharie article. Even though the railroad
never went through the town, it brushed
closely enough to attract those who enjoy
railroads and the C&C's history.

(Deb tells me that the GCS Yearbook
Club is publishing a community recipe book.
There is an entry form and directions from
the advisor, Faith Bowers. I'm assuming
these forms are available at the High School
office. Deadline is December 21.)

So, winter beckons and with it a
chance to step back and look over some
ideas to work on. | will be working on digitiz-
ing negatives into computer files with the
new scanner and backup hard drives re-
cently purchased (be sure to thank town
board members, if you see them, for their
continued support of our historical endeav-
ors). Of course, some of you will be working
on an idea or two, and we will await your ef-
forts in the spring.

Before we get there, | will have the
annual report out.

Take care, "-\J
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is creation. The marker commemorating the line’s High Rock trestle crash stands in front of

the Durham Center Museum on Route 145. While the crash signaled the end, if was not the final run, and the line struggled on, finally

being foreciosed upon by the state in 1842, and was sold for its wood and iron.

was always used while it was in existence, was the reverse — the “Catskill and Canajoharie Railroad” — as Catskill business and polit-
cal leaders were the prime movers behind

i

Although referred to as the “Canajoharie and Catskill Railroad” in the 20th century and today, the line’s actual incorporated name, which
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The rail line, or at least a por-
tion of it was even surveyed. An
1869 geography of the Mississip-
pi Valley, which has a detailed
discussion of elevations for
canals connecting the river’s
headwaters to the upper Great
Lakes, also includes elevations to

‘New York’s Lake Erie and Lake
Ontario.

Specifically, one of the Lake
Erie references says its elevation
from sea level is 565.33 feet, and
that it was established “By Sur-
veys of Catskill and Portland
Railway, (in) 1828 Portland
being the far western end of the
route, with Ithaca actually a
halfway point.

Of note is James Macauly’s
three volume “Natural, Statisti-
cal, and.Civil
History of -the
State of New-

York,”  pub-
lished in
Albany in
1829, while the

route’s survey
was yet ongo-
ing.  Signifi-
cantly. it sug-
gests . the
Catskill to Itha-
ca line was
only the second
tailroad to ever
be proposed in
the state.

“In the State

of New-York,”
says Macauly,
“much has been
said on the sub-
ject, but no rail
roads have as
yet been con-
structed.”

“The Hon.
Stephen  Van
Rensellaer, and
some others, in
1826 procured
the enactment
of a law to
make one from
the city of Sch-
enectady to the
city of Albany.”

“Since
then.” he adds,

“an act has

been  passed

authorising the

making of a rail way from
Catskill, on the Hudson, to Itha-
ca, on Fall Creek, at the head of
Cayuga Lake.”

“These roads, should they be
made,” says Macauly, “are to be
constructed by companies, the
State taking no interest in them.”
This means private funding alone

would have been necessary,
which perhaps explains why the
line was not built.

“The expense of the latter (the
Catskill-Ithaca line) is estimated
at $1.500.000," says Macauly.
which would have been an enos-
mous financial undertaking in
1828 dollars.

The Catskill and Ithaca line is
again referenced three years later
in an 1831 House of Representa-
tives list of federal surveys
“made pursuant to the War
Department, subsequent to the
4th March, 1829. ... as had been
begun, but not completed. pricr
to that date.” This means the sur-
vey was started after that March
1829 date, but had not yet been
completed by 1831.

Even as late as 1843, in & dis-
cussion of railways in New York
State, in Grenville Mellen’s
“Book of the United States.” the
plan is still mentioned. “The Itha-
ca and Catskill railroad 1s te
extend a distance of one hundred
and sixty-seven miles, from Itha-
ca to Catskill, on the Hudson,” it
states, but clearly, by this time it
is only a paper railroad and had
been for some time.

Beers’ 1884 “History of
Greene County” says of it “An
act of March 21st, 1829, extend-
ed the time for opening subscrip-
tion books (obtaining investment
capital) to the following year,”
and then adds, “With this begin-
ning the first attempt at railroad
building (in Greene County)
failed.”

The second attempt for a rail-
road to bring a trade route to the
area was the Catskill and Canajo-
harie Railroad, which got off to a
slow start, had a troubled exis-
tence, and an early demise.

Beers’ “History” notes it was
incorporated on April 19. 1830,
but aside from a ceremonial
groundbreaking in October 1831
— which apparently failed to
attract investors — the project
languished.

An 1835 issue of the "Ameri-
can Railroad Journal” states its
specific purpose. “This road was
intended to divert a part of the
business of the Ere Canal to
Catskill.”

“Tle stock was subscribed,
but nothing has been done on the
road,” 1t says.

An 1838 Edinburgh, Scot-
land, publication. “The
Stranger's Guide through the
United States and Canada.” also
noted the line’s purpose, stating,
“The Catskill and Canajoharie
Railroad Company is incorporai-
ed for the purpose of making a
railroad to intersect the Erie
Canal at Canajoharie.”

This 1877 drawing from “History of the City of New York™ depicts
one of ihe original 1825 green-painted, gold-banded kegs from
which NYS Gov. DeWitt Clinton poured the water from Lakg, Erie
into the Atlantic to symbolize the “Wedding of the Waters. The
New-York Historical Society owned il at the time of the drawing.




Regarding Canajoharie, an
1839 NYC book. "“The Tourist. or
Pocket Manual for Travellers.”
adds. “The (Ene) canal runs
through the northern section of
this village. This will be the ter-
minating point of the projected
Catskill and Canajoharie Rail-
road.”

The project’s actual non-cere-
monial ground breaking occurred
near Catskill Creek imn the
Autumn of 1835.

Beers says that construction
contracts were let for the route of
the entire line the next year, with
the anticipation that it would be
completely operational by 1837.

Like the proposed canal
before it, the line was to follow
the route of the Catskill Creek to
the Schoharie. then up to the
Mohawk and the canal. The sta-
tion stops were listed as Cairo,

Freehold. Oak Hill. Liv-
ingstonville, Middleburg,
Schoharie. Sloansville.

Charleston. and Canajoharie. for
4 total 63 mule route.

Initial  capitalization =~ was
insufficient and after getting
authority to borrow 5400.000
more in 1837. still more money
was needed. Thus. in 1838 —
when the state Joaned $4.000.000
tor the Erie Canal to enjarge it —
another $8.000.000 in additional
construction funds were included
it that bill. to be shared among

Erie side-con-
tracts and three
ratiroads.

The Catskill
and Canajoharie
was one of
them, and it
received
$300.000
backed by the
security of the
state.

The first 22
or 26 miles of it
to Oak Hill or
Cooksburgh
actually got built
and was In oper-
ation at least
through 1840,
but 1t ran into
consistent
mechanical
problems,

including a
wreck.
The train's

engine apparent-

ly didn’t work

properly  and

was of a special-

ized design that

could only be

repaired down

in Paterson, N.1.

After going

twice by steam-

boat down to the

machine shop

for unsatisfacto-

TY TEpairs, it was

set aside. and

Beers says stage

horses were then

used to pull the car or cars along
the line.

Additionally, there had been
consistent ongoing questions and
criticisms about the rail line’s
finances. including a state Senate
committee investigation in 1837,
and the line’s operation was offi-
cially over in July 1841 after
failing on its loan from the state.

NYS Governor William H.
Seward included the bad news in
his 1842 Annual Message to the
state Legislature, “The Canajo-
harie and Catskill Railroad Com-
pany, and the Ithaca and Owego
Railroad Company (an unrelated
line) — having failed in July and
October last (respectively) to pay
the interest on the stocks issued
in their behalf under laws passed
in 1838 and 184() — the amount
of that interest, equal to $11,405,
was paid at the treasury (by the
state).”

“Proceedings of foreclosure
have been instituted.” Seward
says.

“A portion of the Canajoharie
and Catskill railroad has been
made.” he adds, “but I regret that
there is not a probability of its
completion under presem! cir-
cumstances.”

The fate of the Catskill and
Canajoharie was not soon for-
golten, About & decade later. in
851, Freeman Hunt, editor of
the NYC-based monthly “Hunt’s

Merchant's Magazine and Com-
mercial Review.” included the
line's failure in a story titled
“Internal Improvements in the
State of New York.”

“In the Message of Governor
Seward, in 1842." says Hunt. “he
announced the fact that the Itha-
ca and Owego, and the Catskill
and Canajoharie Railroads, had
failed. leaving the State to pay
the interest and principal on
$515.100 of State stock loaned
to said companies.”

“The total loss to the State,
by the payment of principal and
interest, in consequence of the
loans of its credit to these two
roads, is $1.010,827.87."

The line’s short career is suc-
cinctly summarized a few years
later, in the 1860 publication of
Henry Poor’s “History of the
Railroads and Canals of the
United States of America.”

“The  Canajoharie  and
Catskill Railroad Company was
chartered in 1830." it states,
“The construction of the road
was commenced in 1837, and a
portion partially constructed at
an estimated cost of $3,571 per
mile, when completed.” This
would have been an a severe cost
per mile at that time.

“In 1838, writes Poor, “the
State made a loan to the Compa-
ny of $200,000.”

“In 1841 the Company failed
to pay the interest on the loan,
and on the 20th May, 1842, the
road was sold by the Comptrol-
ler of the State for the sum of
$11,600, the balance of the loan
being a total loss.”

“The project was soon after
abandoned,” adds Poor.

Interestingly, a record of how
the state inspected the route and
determined to shut it down is
found in a Wisconsin history,
where noted New York civil
engineer and surveyor E. H.
Brodhead, an Ulster County
native, had moved in later life.

Brodhead had an illustrious
career, both in New York and
Wisconsin, including work on
multiple railroads, the municipal
bounds expansion of New York
City. Onondaga Reservation and
its boundaries with Syracuse,
and, for Seward, delineation of
the large “John Brown™ iract in
the Adirondacks, originally
owned by the infamous Civil
War era guerilla.

Amidst a lengthy biography
of Brodhead in Charles Tuttle’s
1875 “Illustrated History of the
State of Wisconsin,” it notes,
“The next vear, (1842), he sur-
veyed a route for a railroad from
Catskill on the Hudson River, to
Canajoharie in the valley of the
Mohawk.”

“A small portion of the route
had been built.” it says. “but was
so badly located and constructed.
and the whole route proved of s¢
formidable & character, thal.
upon his report (to the state), the
project was abandoned, and the

portion constructed taken (torn)
up.

Other proposed routes and
attempts.at getting a railroad to
either link with the Erie or with
points west surfaced much later
in the century, but they didn’t
come to fruition, although local
trains to the mountains were
built and were successful.

By that time, however, plans
for either a trade canal or a
railbed cutting crossland to the
Erie Canal were no longer
fraught with economic necessity.
The Catskill Mountain House, at
Pine Orchard on the escarpment,
had made its appearance about
the same time the Erie opened.

Thus, as freight and business
trade fell over the ensuing
decades, tourism — and the rev-
enue from it — increased. The
area, in a stroke of unplanned
fortune, had essentially switched
one economic engine for anoth-
er.

The same 1838 Scottish
“Stranger’'s Guide” referenced
above states that Catskill “is a

flourishing village.”
“The village is in the immedi-
ate mneighbourhood of the

Catskill Mountains,” states the
guide, “and has become the
resort of people of fashion and
pleasure, who design (want) 2
tour to the Pine Orchard, 12
miles distant, situated on the
Catskill Mountain. 2,212 feet
above the surface of the Hudson
River, where a splendid hotel has
been erected for the accommo-
dation of visitors, which com-
mands an extensive prospect
(view) of the course of the Hud-
son, and of the surrounding
country, as far as the eye can
reach.”

“About two miles west (of the
Mountain House) are the falls of
the Kaaterskill, a tributary of
Catskill Creek. which present a
beautiful and romantic cascade
of 240 feet, in two perpendicular
descents.”

“Coaches leave Catskill for
the Pine Orchard twice a-day:
fare, one dollar.”

The new economic base con-
tinued to sustain the region in the
years ahead even as the last
dyving gasps of the old trade
route economy lingered and

expired.
By that time, however, the
Catskill Mountain  House-

inspired tourism economy was
so engrained throughout the
region that no one had any time
to remember or worry about a
day in November 1825 when the
Erie Canal, with the emptying of
a keg into New York harbor.
derailed Catskill’s merchandis-
ing future and turned the com-
munity from 4 path of urban-city
destiny.



