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Another night in a two-week long hot and hu-
mid stretch of July weather greeted the nearly
twenty people who came out for the Gayhead
program: David & Judy Rundell, Jeannette
Rose, Bob & Marie Shaw, Walter & Donna In-
galls, Sandy Noirot, Stephanie Ingalls, Charles
& Mary Kruppenbacher, Phyllis Beechert, Dot
Blenis, Walter Kruppenbacher, Jonathan Weil,
Christine Mickelsen, Dot Hesel, Allyn & Mary
Shaw, and Don Teator.

After introductions so the newcomers would
know who we all were, and after complaining
about the high heat of Fourth of July week, and
then the steamy heat of the week after, and the
forecast of more heat, we finally got around to
take care of the small stuff.

Harriett is in the mending process, and
we all wished her health to get back to the
meetings (and all the other events of life, too).

Jeannette showed birthday cards and
Christmas cards from the early 20th century
that displayed a style we usually don’t see to-
day. o
Dot Hesel reminded us that Community
Partners is developing a plan to maintain and
utilize the South Barn in the Town Park. Atten-
tion to its need of upkeep has been noted in
local papers lately. If you go to http://
www.communitypartnersofgreenville.org/,
more information is available. (A personal plug:
Those of us who are interested in local history
have an ally in Community Partners, whose
driving purpose is the promotion of local his-
torical and natural resources.)

We took a minute to congratulate Wal-
ter and Donna on their very recent marriage.
Our best wishes to both of you.
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Phyllis brought in a handful of stuff. The
most recent Baccalaureate program will be put
into the files; a 2002 set of minutes concerning
the Food Pantry is also testimony to Phyllis’
efforts for the community (and a reminder that
a few people persevering usually get stuff
done). Phyillis also brought along an envelope
from David Gumport, with some business
cards and tokens from a time ago. Thanks,
David. Also included was a copy of “The His-
tory of Schoharie County and Border Wars.”
Thanks, again.

And, then, we turned out attention to
Gayhead.

The first thing to do is to define
‘Gayhead.’ The center is the four corners
where Rt 67 runs west and south, the Scho-
harie Turnpike goes east (S.T. also goes west,
the same path as Rt 67, but not south like 67
does. Confused?), and Gayhead-Earlton Rd
goes north toward King Hill.

The expanse of Gayhead was ex-
pounded upon. Walter K suggested that the
west edge of Gayhead was the hill just west of
Pine Springs, where Abner Alden had his farm.
Even a bit further west, where Pleasant View
Lodge, might consider itself to be Gayhead.

The east side might extend to Rudolph
Weir Rd, before residents begin to feel as if
they are Earlton or Athens or Sandy Plains. -

The north edge would get you as far as
King Hill Rd.

The south side might take you half-way
to South Cairo.

And, of course, you have the side
roads, like Mountain View, Joseph Kollar, Vly,
etc.



It's a big enough area but once one
leaves the quarter-mile center, large farms take
up gobs of space without incorporating a lot of
people.

And, to add a little more confusion is the
fact that the south side of the Turnpike is the
Town of Cairo, while the north side is the Town
of Greenville.

(In the last newsletter, you received a
listing of people claiming Gayhead as their resi-
dence in the Greenville 1925 census.)

We then launched into a scattershot list-
ing of memories of people and places, which led
to our usual side stories. First, at Don’s urging,
each attendee mentioned memories and con-
nections to Gayhead. Overwhelmingly, the star
of the callective wisdom was the existence of the
Limelight. Others mentioned the Catholic
Church, some the store, some Ray Waldron, and
a scattering of others.

Then we left the focus to Charles and
Mary and Walter, with Walter attracting most of
our attention, mostly for his depth of old details
and for storytelling technique.

Mary brought photos of her house, which
was Charles and Walter’s parents’ house —
changes, uses, etc. Since there were many al-
terations, a discussion of the nature of old hous-
ing ensued. Mary mentioned the cemetery next
door, the barn complex up the road (as far as the
road went, until they extended it to the King Hill
Rd).

Then, the three of them pitched in stories
and details, with some of us adding a few sides.

After Don read the 1867 Beers’ write-up
on Gayhead, we added:

« Jeannette remembered attending the church,
which was then Catholic, a few decades ago.
Originally, it was Baptist.

« The Waldrons, Ray and Larry, living on or
near the corner

« Jay’s store, the building still stands
the school house near the corners

« the Will Smith house, south of the corners,
Walter tells, burning to the ground because
of wet socks drying out too close to the stove

« F. May Shaw teaching in the Gayhead
school

« Walter had brought a bill of sale, the cost of
nails per hundredweight; and the delivery to
the store from the railroad

« Stanley Ingalls, then Greenville's Superinten-

dent of Highways, maintaining roads

e the ruts of German Hill Road

o farms, milking by hand

« the road by the Kruppenbacher house finally
being extended

e the Vly (Viaie)

s boarders for playmates

e« Rosemary L: hay rides with Abner Alden’s
horses Kit & Maude; Jay Ungvarsky’s store;,
the Kieszkiel farm; Pine Springs & the Cra-
vata family; and more.

(Since our meeting, the Kieszkiel barn, near the
intersection of Mountain View Road and CR 67,
yes, that beautiful big red barn, burned to the
ground, probably from lightning, during the
heavy thunderstorms during the weekend after
the meeting.

Our next meeting is August 9, a share
session. Bring a story or artifact.

Here’s my semi-annual reminder about
subscriptions to this newsletter.

If your envelope has an expiration date of Nov
'10 or later, you are good until the next re-
minder. If earlier than Nov '10, you can renew
by sending a check (or cash, if you trust the
mail, and it has always worked, so far), made
out to Don Teator, to 3979 Rt 67, Freehold,
NY. The price, at least for this year, is still $5 for
a year to cover postage and supplies.

The Clematis Garden sponsored a Gar-
den Club Garden Tour back on June 16th, and
those of you participated enjoyed a rare eve-
ning in Greenville. Seven gardens (mostly in the
Cedar Lane & Irving Rd area), plus several at
Country Estates were featured.

I've had a request for a copy of a printed
account of the1942 Spring Prom at GCS. Mary
(nee Mead) Daniels was the Prom Queen and
has since lost the Greenville Local feature
about the event and is trying to get some record
of it. Any help out there?

| have included three pages of photos
taken from Delisser’s text. | will try to put a
packet together in the near future. Details to
follow.

Again, a thank you to Mary, Charles and
Walter (and to Rosemary Lambert, who [ called
just before the meeting).

Take care,
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A GREENVILLE STREET .. 4.2

NEAR THE HOTEL — OREENVILLE

SOUTH ENIY OF 'NORTH STREET

4 BIT OF MORTH. STREET — GREENVILLE
MAIN STREET — GREENVILIE

ES

FOST-OFFICE — GREENVILLE



NORTON'S HILL

HOUSE

THE PREVOST

GREENVILLE CENTHEE

- THODIST CHURCH



CATSHILL CREEK — GREEXNVILLE }i\_

EMSCOPAL CHURCH

ALONG MAIN STREET, FROM THE OFERA HOUSE

ON MORTH STREET

ON THE TURNFIKE — NEAR GREENVILLE
{ Tad F

ACADEMY FARK

RUTH AND BOAZ



