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A very November-ish, post-Daylight Sav-
ings Time evening awaited the fifteen who
came out for the last meeting of this year:
Harriett Rasmussen, Ron Golden, Orlie &
Jeanne Bear, Connie Teator, Kathie Wil-
liams, Larry and Dot Hesel, Dot Blenis,
Stephanie Ingalls, Phyllis Beechert, Mimi
Weeks, David and Judy Rundell, and Don
Teator.

Harriett read a piece she had created for
her Uncle Burdette Griffin's 100" birthday
celebration. It is reproduced on the back.

Harriett also related the diary she's
been poring over to connect different family
events (Tripp).

Phyllis brought in a copy of newspaper
she received in the mail called Old Times.

Greenville Local History
Group Newsletter

Share Session

This newspaper highlights several events of
the last couple hundred years, making them
appear to be current newspaper events,
and providing for some interesting reading
if you like history. It might be hokey for
some, but a good way to spend a couple of
interesting hours for others.

Phyllis also saved a copy of the Vet-
eran’s Day Service flier, a reminder of the
social fabric of our community.

Jeanne Bear brought in a fine sketch of
“Gus Baker's House,” done by June Mead
Daniels, and presented to the Local History
Group. It needs to be framed, and then
shown some place conspicuous enough for
others to enjoy. (I'll work on that.) The
house is known as the Botsford house, or,
as most of call it, the June Clark house!
(Who was June Clark anyway?)

Don read a clipping from a recent Sun-
day Catskill Daily Mail, a memoir by James
Hubbard about a neighbor whose family
had roots in the Round Top and Cairo area.
Although not local, the piece was fun to
read for the capturing of details of an area
not unlike ours. So, I've reproduced the first
segment. There have been two others
since, and more likely to follow. Some of
you have seen it already; if not, you may
want to contact the Daily Mail.

Don also displayed a scrapbook of local
papers’ articles, spanning late 1999 — late
2001. Created by Floyd Tompkins, the
scrapbook is a reminder of the major
events of that two year period. Scrapbooks
are an interesting way of recording history,



and even better if the scrapbook is kept in
archival material.

Stephanie brought in a copy of a July
25, 1961 column in the New York Times,
penned by Brooks Atkinson, about the good
quality of the school in Greenville. | suspect
| have used this article before in the news-
letter, and may include it again some time

Times Union. Another piece, perhaps a little
dated. is an editorial by a Middleburgh resi-
dent writing about Oak Hill

The next issue will be the annual issue.
If | don't see or hear from you before the
holidays, have a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

in the future. Take care,
Also reproduced are copies of articles
about local places you will recognize — X
Rensselaerville and Hannacroix — from the \_V (.
Burdette Griffin

The Firsts in His Life

—_—

He was the First son of Burdette & Rhue (Evans) Griffin — born October 25, 1905.

2. He already had three sisters older than he but the First time he had a baby sister or
brother was when Myra Griffin was born December 30, 1906. He was 14 months

old.

3. First time he experienced a loss was when his sister, Mabel, who was only 21
months older than he, died on April 7, 1911 at seven years of age. he was 5%
years old and now had four siblings younger than he.

4. First became an uncle when Betty (Abrams) was born on October 9, 1923. He

would be 18 years old in 16 days.

5. First became a husband on December 25, 1927 hen he married Evangline Snyder.

He was 22 years old.

6. First became a father when Ed Griffin was born November 6, 1928. He was 23

years old.

7. First became a Grandfather when Darcy Griffin was born on October 31, 1950. He

was 45 years old.

8. First became a Great-Grandfather when Vangie Corriea was born on September

12, 1971. he was 66 years old.

9. First became a Great-Great-Grandfather when Alexandria VanAuken was born

March 17, 1994. He was 89 yeas old.

10. Reaching 100 years of age is a great big First and on this year he got his fourth
great-great-grandchild when Samuel Janes VanAuken was born on September 21,

2006.
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JEIGHBORHOODS

By FRANCES INGRAHAM HEINS
Staff writer

To live in one of Albany Coun-
ty’s rural hill towns, you need 2

good set of brakes on your vehicie
and a love of peace and quict. The
residents of Rensselaerville cer-

tainly have the ater, if not the

former: _
: By bucolic hills,

el b
Rensselaervilleisa charming ham-
Jet of about 80 homes, many of
which are pristine white Colonials
lining the sidewalks of Main
Street. Larger and grander Greek

Revival homes are set back on large.

treed lots fronted with stone walls
or wooden fences.

“Many of the homes are second
homes, and we've seen am evell

greater increase since 9/ 11.7 said
Bill Bensen, who moved 1o, the
harmlet with his wife, Sue, in 1986

RENSSELAERVILLE

and apened the Palmer House
restaurant at the site of 2 small
market. “Second-home owneTs 2T¢

also spending more time fier.

“4 rumber of people
up here and moved away 1o
or work, come back to [ve,
chis is suchi a unique kind ot
where residents arg proud
hamlet, its architecture anc b
rv.” said Bensen.

hecauss
nlacs.

Bensen added that & numbe of
residents who worked in tne restau-
rant for him when they

“younger wanted o stay in the area
and are responsible for 2 number aof
starter homes that have cropped up
around the immediate hamlet

The hamlet of Renssei:
the town of the same
located in the southwest coraer of
Albany County in the foothills of
the Catskill Mountains

name, 18

¥y i

rville: A charming €

Rensselae

wers -

o

ot are very lost. Talso like the f
| © can walk down the street

Less than 30 miles from down-
town Albany, the hamlet can be
reached from Albany by going
straight out New Scotland Avenue
(Route §3) or Delaware Avenue
Route 443) through Clarksville ©
Route 85. Rensselaerville also can
he reached from the state Thruway
trom the exit for Carskill, Cox-
sackie or Selkirk.

Only 2 ': huurs from New York
Ciry: the privacy of Rensselaerville
is a magnet community for profes-
sional photographers, artists and
suthors. Its most notabie residents

are Andy Rooney of “60 Minutes”
and cookbook ‘author and food
wrirer Molly O'Neill

Bevond the Rensselaerville In-
ccirure, which 15 known &s “the
think tagk with muddy boots.”
there is a library, playground, post
office, Hill Top Cafe, historical

" At a glance

E Real estate values:
$100,000 10 $400,000.

E Sechools: Scott M.Ellis
Elementary in Greenville
and Greenvilie Middie-
Senior High Schoct.

E Taxes: Properties are
assessed at 83 percent
of the value. Residents
pav $11.93 per $1,000
for town and county,
$26.0045 per $1,000
$or school and $0.0704
per $1,000 for library. &
nhome worth $200.000
would be taxed at
2466,000 resutting In

annual taxes of about

“eqnie vou know.”

ommunity

society, an art gallery, two churech-
es. 4 community centek severa]
B&Bs and several cottage indus-
tries. Art shows are also held at
various venues in the hamlet.

Year-round residents arc either
selfzemployed, work inor around
the hamiet or commute to Albany.

james Robert Lansing has lived
i the hamlet since 1934 and,
through the years, he has served as
the justice of the peace and WOWD
SUETVISOT.

“Rensselaerville i @ private, Te-
served kind of place.” says Lansing.
“] wish we had 2 few more conves
niences, from a few more places ©
est and artisan shops w @ gas
station. Years ago, there used to be
three gas stations here in the
hamlet.”

Sharon Costello Arrighi and her
husband, John, who have lived 1n
the region for 20 years and in the
hamlet for more than a year, says
<he values the hamler for its physi-

* cal beauty and the Edmund Niles

Huyck Preserve, which encom-




Burg splits
over historic
preservation

Ciak: Hill is 2 little burg in the rown of
Durhar in Greene County. “Ifyou
blink, vou'll missit,” says Assistant

Town Clerk Patd Fery.

Burifvou don’t
D;.Lll:k,. IEsa
charming olace
Kidsrakingleaves
inthe fall.or sied-
ding in the winter,
lookup and wave
tovou. There’s
still a coffee shop
inwhatused tobe

theold general
store. Inmany re-
spects, Ok Hillis

J_‘J

JOK
FACKLER

asten back intime,
Butl how many more steps back
sh oulais telee? SDOUJC Gah Hiil's old
houses be protecied by 2 historicdis-
mictlaw? According to Durham Town
3\11)-“1"»"501‘ Garv Hulbert, peopi e have
ncm lining up on both sides of the issue
nee last fall. The rancor is serious
ough tharthe state Office of Parks,
Eecrearicn and Historic Preservation
puuea back from Oak Hill’s histeric
ctapplicaton process as the chill
of winter was seringin.

al

Historie district lawscan be t:urn
breathtaking, A community electstobe
gov n:'ﬂed byasetof iaws cov enng groups

wd‘ J} i houces even witi
1i uropesn coa;.t:‘u:: have had

sfor Eum:ra_;onc buzthey

wain the “look™ of a neighborhood.

Maybe the wildest freelance historic
district projectinvoived a bequesttoa lit-
te New England town. In 1972, New
Vorkinvestment banker Dean Mathey
willed $16 million to Grafton, Ve. ifit
would restore the town towhathere-
membered when he wasa voungman
with a vacation house there, Evervbody
:hOuEi"t this was a great deal. It brought

Grafton the equivaientof $40,000 for
each man, woman and child in town
T‘iev jumped at the money like 2 bunch
ofwout famping at 2 fresh hatch of flies.

Before long, the trout were nothappy.
The restoranons priced some houses out
of reachof the locals, and these ended up
being sold to rich people from New York
and Connecticut, Residents were - upset

bithe publicity, which included front-
page coverage in The Wall Street jour-
nal. Some residents started to feel foolish
over the whole deal, Others felt they had
been snookered by 2 dead man.,

Truth be told, I'm more comfortabie
without historic district iaws than with
them —with an environment where in-
dividuals rake care of their own houses,
wirthout their neighbors breathing down
their necks. Law or ne law, thev'll have to
wake care of their places anyway, Cerain-
v, no fairy godmother is going to fork
over grant money to help them. This tak-
mgearewill oftenbea costly, tedious en-
d 2dvor,

Of course, owners canstll appiv o get
their houses Hseed in the Nadonal Regis-
rer of Historic Places, as some Ozk Hill

residents are doing,

Butifvou're determined towrite
hard-edged local laws governing what
vouand yourneighbors can and cannot
dowith their old houses, then a historic
district law may be vour ticket. It's just
notmine,

Whoeverwins the battle of Gak Hill,
getdng there will be painful and unset-
tiing for both sides. Y ou're fightng with
YOurs "ieitrh?}ors ﬁwd “e pawer .Jalar'rCF

S00Z ‘£ HOMVIN “‘AYaNNS
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ered an abiding sivery gri
exposure. The ol slope
the front porch and
the second floor lofl A
stood off 1 the &

for the long pole of th
hucket hung from on
the well opening. A 1a
10 the other end a

s trorevens of j=w nites evond the Timmerman farm.
eve the umper valley had never been

1dl o thick pine forest covered

the siapes,

“ie o iy hiuFF overlooking a waterfall
ol they built 2 summer home. It

- cailed “Heart's Content

st “The Camp”

imother was a young girl liv-

By James Hubbart

Old river towns in the mmd-Hudsou
Valley have one thing in common: The
yreath-taking view to the west of e
“atskill Mountains.

Near the northern end of this pic-
uresque range is the village of Cairo.
| eading out of the village and down the
valley is what once was 2 small farm-to-

market road, state Route 32. Traveling <o the bucket could 2 * L iﬁ;: f.cgzmer]rf]ag m‘s
south on this road, one comes o finy iowered. o t'u.:i‘ fi\-"*}a‘ihgﬂ e y ;
L awrenceville where & small country road » Rose Majilton, everybod

\iidge, She would take a horse

i1 ier father's livery stable on lower

“lain Strest and ride out to camp, Usually

] at the farm o water her horse,
from the well and chat with

' (Celia Timmerman. They

jone friends. Den and Cebe

s fiving on the farm the

sieadied before the

crosses the highway. (It used 10 b2 grat-
el.) A signpost there reads Hearis Confeni  resting piace 1or e
Road. Turn right and almost immediately ~ Timmerman Temiy. €
you cross over the roadbed of the old valle One row
Catskill Mountain Railway. now 070y & :
small rise. -

If you pause to admire te viev. 1ne
heights of the Catskills rise before you i1
majestic abruptness. Directly in front ol
you is Blackhead Mountain. tallest of that
undulating range of natural battiemenis
and embrasures that slopes aweay 10 e
south. In the foreground and running
alongside the road, there used to be 3 12}
field. It was there for a long time.

When the railroad was still runming.
the owners of the field would sowEtine
rise up in alarm as sparks from U ‘
motive would set fire to it. Then at wound through 1e
action and wet gunily sacks Were cailed Blackhead and httle i
for. the hamlets of Rour

Just on the far edge of the field there Sometime hefore 1 7
stood a low, one story farmbouse. weath- iy bought property :
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Between the

d-timer

n memories of the

s are sharply divided info
tsldhood before World War

Jiowing 4 three-year stint in

s 7 voungsier, before the

(hem as most children know

Bayona i

<1 anxious to gel to camp,
of sup-roasted pine nee-
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dles and the sound of the roaring waterfall
filled an enchanted playground. So many
rocks to hide behind. So many woodsy
paths to tred. A place to fight bears and
ambush Indians. The stop at the farm was
an unwelcome delay.

There was, however, one story about
the farm that really captured our imagina-
tions. It was set during the French and
Indian Wars, Raiding parties from Canada
had attacked and burned several farms in
the valley, but the Timmermans had
fought them off. Staring at the house, we
saw it all — the painted faces, the wild
war whoops, the guns blazing from every
window as the family fought off the fren-
zied war party.

I have only brief memories of Den and
Celie from that time. Once Den was out
by the road when Mom came by, the back
seat packed with us four kids. It was dur-
ing the early days of the war, before Pearl
Harbor. The papers were full of
Blitzkrieg, of German victories and Allied
defeats. It was all “grown-up” talk as Den
jeaned in the car window. At the end,
though, his voice rose and he finished by
saying, “*Yep, us Germans sure is bull-
dogs!”

T could sense the pride in his voice,
and I could see the bulldog in his firm
jow. It made an instant picture in my
mind. maybe the clearest I had of Den
before the war.

As Mom drove off, Den shouted,

“Look out for bootleggers.”

Just past the farm, the road rises then
dips down into a hollow with a sharp tum
at the bottom. Trees hid anything coming
the other way. On one of our many trips
to camp, we had just left Den along the
road and were headed down the hollow,
when an old Model T Ford burst from the
woods. It was an open touring car, the
roof long gone. Both cars jammed on the
brakes with 10 feet between us. The lone
driver rose in his seat, looked over his
shoulder into the back seat and gave a
very anguished shout. He knelt on the
seat, his back to us, arms waving as he
stared down despondently.

It seems several gallon jugs of moon-
shine has smashed, and com whiskey was
running through the cracks in the floor
boards and onto the road.

Den came up to see what had hap-
pened.

“Hey, Stuart. What's up?”

Stuart was too broken hearted to be
angry. Words failed him as he stared at the
lady driver and the car full of kids. Den
waved my mother on and said, “T'll take
care of this.”

We edged around the aromatic Ford
and were on our way. From that time on
the spot was “Bootlegger’s Bend” for
Mom and Dad. What Stuart calied it was
anybody’s guess.

To be continued nexi week...
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