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A pleasant October evening, albeit, a
dark one, awaited the visitors at the Dan
Burns and Aileen Hesel-Burns house on
South Street, Greenville. Attending were
Harriett Rasmussen, Connie Teator, Don
and Deb Teator, Larry and Dot Hesel
(proud parents! and key renovators also),
Kathie Williams, Mimi Weeks, Phyllis
Beechert, Barbara Baron, Joe Mangold,
Martha Turon, David and Judy Rundell, and
Deb Tompkins. Reconnoitering down the
flagstone sidewalk was made easier with
Dan’s flashlight that made the trip several
times.

Chairs were set up in the formal par-
lor, and we looked at the Burns’ before-and-
after photographs. Many of us can sympa-
thize with the family’s efforts to bring a
house up to date.

Aileen noted it took about five
months to clean the walls, ceilings and
floors. Wallpaper was taken down, and the
nine foot high plaster ceilings were rein-
forced and resurfaced as needed. Larry in-
stalled a crown molding in the parlor that
neatened the corners but also gave a room
an elegant look. (Aileen and Dan made sure
to give lots of credit to Mom and Dad.) The
radiators were sanded, and original hard-
ware was kept as possible. A wall of Win-
terthur prints occupies one wall.

In between, some place, a history of
the house was given. Before the Ellis family
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lived in it (nearly three-quarters of a cen-
tury), the house belonged to the Sanford
family, and then to the Earl family, one of
whom built it (Charles?).

We toured the dining room, which
will become a center of renovating activity
soon. Off the dining room was a newly
enlarged pantry, with wonderful shelving
and lighting. Back we went to the center
hall, and up the stairs whose runner was
enhanced by an addition of fabric stitched
to the width of the runner. Someone noted
the black walnut handrail.

The upstairs center hall’s stenciling
immediately caught everyone’s attention,
as did the painting rail. Four rooms com-
prised the main structure upstairs, with the
main bedroom containing similar inlaid
woodwork as the parlor downstairs. We
checked out the tin walls and ceiling of the
bathroom, and the back room clothes
closet/storage.

Back downstairs we went to the
living room and back room that will be a
major renovation job. [ remembered the
house beam that runs across the room at
just above head level.

Finally, we re-entered the parlor
and kitchen to avail ourselves of warm ap-
ple cider and sinfully delicious cookies.
After a round of stories and chatting, we
rambled back up the flagstone walkway
and into the darkness we rode.



We thank Aileen and Dan for shar-
ing their house, which shows the loving
care and attention that I hope every old
house in Greenville could get. Dot and
Larry, you should be proud also!

The next meeting is a share session, starting
at the Community Room, like usual. At
about 7:35, we will proceed to Curt Cun-
ningham’s Civil War gallery. Curt main-
tains he has no speech ready but will be
available to answer questions. I don’t know
how long it will take but a very preliminary,
not-to-be-held-to guess might be a half-
hour. Then we’ll head back to the Commu-
nity Room to finish our last meeting of the
year.

Calendars are still available, as are
as many cards as you wish to sort from the
Doris Hempstead collection. Mimi finished
off the Bs, a massive undertaking, of thou-
sands of cards just in that letter of the alpha-
bet. I'm estimating the sorting is about half
done, much of which Mimi has undertaken,
with help from a half-dozen others of us.

Enclosed is a reprint of a recent Ray
Beecher article about the Prevost family.
We appreciate Ray’s research and publiciz-
ing of that research.

Take care,
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